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2015 WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HERITAGE AWARDS 
Statement by Minister for Heritage 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Heritage) [2.05 pm]: I am pleased to inform the house that on 
Wednesday, 14 April, I presented awards to our state heritage champions at the Heritage Council’s 2015 
Western Australian Heritage Awards. The 2015 event marked the twenty-third year of the Western Australian 
Heritage Awards, which recognise outstanding commitment and contribution by individuals and organisations to 
heritage conservation, adaptive reuse, interpretation, promotion and heritage tourism in Western Australia. 

The pride of the regional communities in their heritage places was clear on the evening, with winners in six out 
of nine categories coming from regional Western Australia. These were: Dr Howard Gray of Geraldton for his 
voluntary contribution to heritage; the Carnamah Historical Society and Museum; the City of Kalgoorlie–
Boulder for its heritage practices; the interpretation at Albany Forts; and the National Anzac Centre of Albany in 
the heritage tourism category. The prestigious judges’ award went to Norma Andrews of Busselton for her 
dedication in restoring Harwoods Cottage cafe and Quindalup post office, a collection of heritage buildings that 
Ms Andrews has transformed into a popular cafe and tourism attraction. The historic Wanslea in Cottesloe, now 
the Cancer Wellness Centre, was another winner after being recognised for its conservation and adaptive reuse. 

All projects that won awards will be shortlisted for nomination to the UNESCO Asia–Pacific Awards for 
Cultural Heritage Conservation with Heritage Council endorsement and the agreement of the project owners. 
Last year, two Western Australian projects—the Rottnest Island World War II coastal defences facility and the 
Cape Inscription lighthouse keepers’ quarters in Shark Bay—were recognised by the UNESCO awards and 
received honourable mention in the prestigious international awards. I congratulate all those who were 
recognised on the night and wish our Western Australian conservation projects the best of luck for the UNESCO 
awards. 
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